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of spreading the net and dangling a job as bait. In that same game
other parties in later days acquired such proficiency as to put the
Congress in the shade. To Indian politics the defection game was
Tamil Nadu's pretty contribution! But is it enough to blame only
the Congress? We believed that the ugliness of defection had taken
place because of the kind of fellows that had been brought together
in the United Front. In the agit-prop unit our criticism of the
United Front line became even stronger than before.
I believed that what had happened buttressed our contention that
if the party's political activity rested merely on anti-Congress senti-
ment, it would lead to undesirable consequences. For all that, the
United Front did function supposedly on the basis of a "Minimum
Programme" accepted by all the constituents of the front.
Congressmen did not worry over the implications of the big fraud
publicly perpetrated in democratic politics by their party. On the
other hand, they even believed that their party had acted with
remarkable cleverness.
Once the elections were over, our agit-prop unit's opposition to
the Dravidanadu separation issue and its criticism of the United
Front became even stronger. As the representative of the provincial
committee, Jeevanandam would tangle with us. With Baladandayu-
tham who was eluding the police, and with other comrades, I
continued my discussions and improved my understanding of
Nehru's principles and the democratic aspects of the Congress
Party.
Taking note of the influence and strength of the Communist
Party in Madras province, the leadership decided to shift the head-
quarters of the party to Madras city. The Janasakthi daily which
had been operating on a small scale was changed into a big operation.
The ideological dispute within the party increased in intensity. On
many occasions it even took the shape of personal enmities among
comrades. Political motives even gave rise to vengeance-seeking
actions. I was directly affected by them.
NOTES
xSee Chapter 2, Note 10.
2S. Ramakrishnan, a Marxist scholar, came to the movement from Annamalai
University. He served with great competence as a member of the editorial group
of Janasakthi m 1946. He translated numerous Marxist tracts into Tamil. After
a period of imprisonment during the repression of 1948, he resumed his labours